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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Response ^ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM THE 

MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for response specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 



Status 

©Responsive to communication(s) filed on /* jl jt>J 

S^This action is FINAL. 



□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

H^laim(s) t j 3 j V" ^ ~ is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) ! is/are allowed. 

D^CIaim(s) / y 3 j — — is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

□ Claim(s) are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ Th drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

(^^Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 
I^AH DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. i 
(^received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number). 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
'Certified copies not received: . 

Attachment(s) 

information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). □ Intervi w Summary, PTO-413 

^Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Oth r 
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Art Unit: 1755 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/1/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicants' amendment removing aggregate such as perlite (which is 
within the teaching of the Car reference) and limiting the lightweight aggregate to scrap 
glass or expanded glass resulted in the withdrawl of the Car reference and necessitated 
the following new ground of rejection. 

Claims 1 ,3, and 5-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a and b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Akaishi (US Patent 
Number 6,642,164 B2). 

Akaishi teaches a composition comprising glass powder and 1-10 wt% sodium 
silicate which is fired at a temperature from 700 to 800 C (which is within applicants' 
range) and results in a bulk density from 0.2 to 0.8 (col.4, line 47) also overlapping and 
thus anticipating the instant invention. In addition, Akaishi teaches that his glass is 
actually a scrap or waste glass. Note that he refers to his glass as glass "cullet" which is 
known in the glass industry as waste or scrap glass. Further, even if the applicants' 
claimed invention is not anticipated, overlapping ranges would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art. It would appear that Akaishi, like applicants, teach sound 
and heat insulation usage properties (col. 1, first paragraph) 

It is the examiner's position that this reference would appear to predate the 
applicants' instant invention based upon the foreign priority date. If this is incorrect, 
applicants has the opportunity to request an interference with this patent. Please see 
MPEP 2307 for details on how to go about this if necessary). 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Marcantoni whose telephone number is (703)-308- 
1 196. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Bell can be reached on (703) 308-3823. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)-872-9310 
for regular communications and (703)-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



0651. 




Paul Marcantoni 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1755 



